
EUROJUST
European Union’s Judicial Cooperation Unit
ევროკავშირის სამართლებრივი თანამშრომლობის ერთეული (EUROJUST)
Location: The Hague, Netherlands
Eurojust is an agency of the European Union. Its mission is to support judicial coordination and cooperation between national authorities to combat terrorism and serious organised crime affecting more than one EU member state.
Tasks of the agency:
· Strengthens judicial coordination and cooperation between national authorities in the fight against serious cross-border organised crime;
· Supports investigations and prosecutions in criminal cases dealing with terrorism, cybercrime, illegal immigrant smuggling and other forms of serious crossborder organised crime;
· Enables information exchange and resolution of legal and practical difficulties, including conflicts of jurisdiction. 

Tangible contribution:

Eurojust contributes to the development of the area of freedom, security and justice by being the bridge maker between the 30 different legal systems in the EU, promoting the rule of law and facilitating cross-border justice. Dismantling criminal networks, freezing and confiscating assets of crime and bringing the perpetrators to court requires a common approach of competent EU agencies and Member States. Eurojust as the only judicial agency in the EU supports the execution of EU mutual legal recognition instruments, such as the European Arrest Warrant, fosters joint approaches in crime fighting such as joint investigation teams and helps building trust between the judicial and law enforcement authorities of the Member States.

Members: EU member states, European Commission, European Parliament, Council of the EU.

Cooperation Agreements: open for the third countries.

Cooperation with Georgia/State of play:

Since January 2015, Georgia has been officially included in the priority country list of EUROJUST, which triggered the process of concluding a cooperation agreement with EUROJUST. Initial contact has been established between EUROJUST and the Ministry of Justice of Georgia. By means of exchange of official letters, MoJ together with Prosecutor’s Office of Georgia were assigned as focal points in relation with EUROJUST. At the same time, EUROJUST also appointed focal person.  In May, 2017, expert mission from Eurojust visited Georgia for the assessment of the situation of personal data protection in Georgia as well as the mechanisms of cooperation in criminal matters. The positive evaluation report resulted in the commencement of negotiations between Georgia and Eurojust. At the end of January, 2018 Georgian Delegation visited Eurojust in the Netherlands, where parties discussed on the issues of future cooperation and Georgian side received the model agreement text. Once the parties negotiate the text of the Agreement, it will be signed and will enter into force. 

Benefits:
The Agreement with EUROJUST will increase cooperation between the Judiciary bodies that of Georgia and EU and make joint investigation more efficient.

Lead: Ministry of Justice
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